Rational antibiotic therapy for respiratory disorders in dogs and cats.
Therapy of respiratory tract infections presents some unique challenges to the veterinary practitioner. These infections often involve underlying disease processes that have predisposed the patient to secondary bacterial infection and may complicate the response to therapy. Because of the diversity of microbial organisms that may colonize and invade the respiratory tract, treatment targeted at the infecting pathogens is best accomplished with bacterial culture and susceptibility testing. When these data are unavailable, rational antibiotic treatment should be based on familiarity with historical data and clinical experience. Optimal drug selection is based on predicted microbial susceptibility, drug distribution in the respiratory tract, and safety of the patient. Instituting the appropriate dosage regimen and duration of therapy maximizes the opportunity for a successful resolution of bacterial infections.